lien  ARY 


STOViMARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNuIL. 


ANNUAL  REPO  R  T 

of  the 

medical  officer  of  health. 

ana  the 

CANITAHY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year 

lAA- 


dJt 


stc-'  market  uriiu  j)isr::iCT  cluloil. 
Annual  Report  of  the  i.edi.cal  Officer  of  Health  a  no 


Ijas.pe^tor  fbr  the  year  JSL4Z*.. 


llfA  APA  >A,e.  ^gani  saggy 


Council  Offices, 
Ipsnich  Head, 
STo  '  ARRET . 
July ,1948. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Metnfce..  s  of  the 
STO:  'MARKET  UR3,  I"  .  ISTRICT  OOUN.-I 


G-entlemen 


Annual  Report  f  the  fed Ida 1  'Officer  if  Health 

for  T9 47-  '  . .  ~~ 


I  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1 947* 
STATISTICS . 


i'GQ  m  m  m  4  -  »  •  - 

Population  (Register 
General ' s  figures) 
Inhabited  Houses. 
Rateable  Value.  ... 
Sum  represented  by 
a  penny  rate. 


1,698  acres 

6,061  . 

2 , 1.49  - 

I40f404. 


P  A  <C- 

cO  j  Oo  - 


BIRTHS  jjJie.Aistra^r  Generali  Jjs  Figures) . 


Live.  Births . _ 

Total"" 

Legitimate.. 

I  lie  ritima  te . 


M. 

78. 

70. 

8. 


F. 

64. 

61. 

3  • 


Total.-, 

'142/ 

131. 

11. 


B_ir th  Ra te.:,  per  1,000  civilian  population  =?  20.64  ' 

do.  England  .and  Wales.-  20.5 


Still  Births ♦ 
Total. 
Legitimate . 

II le  gltima te. 


M. 

2. 

2. 


P .  'J.1  qta  1 . 

2. 

-  ■  2-.  - 


Total . 
Legitimate . 
Illegitimate 


di 


ALL  CAUSES. 


Tuberculi 
Cancer . 
Diabetes . 


Br  one  hi t i s  . 


000  civilian  population. 

0 . 29 

do.  England  a  no  '-ales. 

ss 

0.5 

Tic  (under  One  Year). 

V 

M . 

P. 

Total 

1 . 

1. 

2. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

000  Live  Bir th s . 

_ _ 

14- 1 

England  and  'ales. 

S3 

41 .0 

G-ener  ■  1  ’  s  Pi gur  e  s  ) . 

r  •/  : 

P. 

Tot  a' 

.172,  .... 

38. 

30. 

per  1,000  civilian  populatio 

n  = 

1 1 . 63  . 

do.  England  and  ''ales 

.  — 

12.0 

»  j.  iTTtf 

4-la  • 

Ivl. 

P. 

of  Respiratory  system. 

2. 

— 

6 . 

Jo . 

- 

1 . 

.  vascular  le  •Ions. 

4- 

5- 

ies . 

17- 

12. 

.ers  of  circulatory  system. 

- 

1  . 

2. 

1. 

■  1. 

CAUSES  Ob'  DEATH  ( C  ont  i nu e d  ) 


M. 


Pneumonia . 

2. 

— 

Appendicitis. 

~ 

1 . 

Other  digestive  diseases. 

2. 

- 

Nephritis. 

2. 

3 . 

Gen  : trial  :birth  inj  :  infant  :dis: 

1  . 

1. 

Other  violert  causes. 

1  . 

1. 

All  ether  causes. 

3- 

6. 

NOTIFIABLE  3-iSEASES  (excluding  Tuberculosis) . 


:e . 


■112  3 


o  ca"fl*eT  ' 
Fev  er . 

Uh.  oping 
Ge ugh . 
Measles . 
Acute 
Primary 
Pneumonia 
Jaundice . 
Puerperal 
Pyrexia. 
Cerebro¬ 
spinal 
Fever. 


1 


3 


CL 


o  6  3 

4  5  5 


3  14  1 
5  15 


2 

1 


FOLICiviY  'Ll  PIS . 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUN 1 3A  TI  ON . 


The  following  have  been  immunised  : - 


(i)  Pre-school  population 
(0-4  years ) . 
(ii)  School  population 

(5-15  years) 


35  45  65  + 

admitted 
Total  tv 

ho  epical . 

1  1 . 

i 

36 

35  2 

1  2 

6 

1 

2  2 

_  1_ _ x _ 

82  6 

;ie  which  i 

occurred  outside 

iolated  at 

home . 

Djrring_ 

Total  up  to 

1947- 

December  1947* 

103. 

640. 

27- 

973* 

.Oeachs 


Percentage  of  pre-school  children  immunised  =  41-4/3 
do.  all  school  children  immunised  =  62.7 'n 


Bo  caster  Treatment-  during  1947 


31- 


TUBERGULOS IS . 

"Gases  notified;- 


P ulm unary . 
‘  IT.  ‘  "  F 
3 


^o^-^iuj-mpnarv... 
'  Ivl .  F . 

-  4- 


Ages:-  Pulmonary  -  Males  29,  42,  46.  Females 

N  o n-Pulra on ary  d  o .  -  do.  24, 11 ,42 ,61 . 


Gases  on  the  Regis  ter  a  t  . .end  jof.  .Jgear.^ 

^Pulmonary . 

K . 

11' 


"6. 


l\  n-Pulmonary  - 

IT.  ~  '  F . 

'“2.  9- 


FOOD  P .  ISCNING- .  Four  notifications  of  F.  ,  d  Poisoning  mere 
received .  """'These  were  investigated,  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  y  ^and 
in  three  cases  the  information  obtained  mas  inconclusive  of  Pood ^ 
Poisoning.  The  fourth  case  mas  confirmed  bac.teri ologically^  as  due 
to  Salmonella  typhi-murium  (B.Aertrycfce ) ,  after  the  patient  had  oeen 
removed  to  Hospital.  Specimens  from  two  contacts  who  were  employee 
in  a  Creamery  were  submitted  to  the  County  Lab o rati  ry  for  examine tiun 
and  both  proved  negative. 


2. 


FCK-D  POISONING  (Continued). 

An  outbreak  of  F  ofi  Poisoning  -  ne  affecting  a  large  part  of 
the  Country  -  occurred  in  May,  though  no  actual  notifications  were 
received.  Gases  of  illness  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  his  enquiries  1-d  him  to  suspect  Haslet  -  a  manuf actu: 
meat  product  prepared  in  a  neighbouring  Torn.  Specimens  were 
obtained  and  submitted  t:  the  County  Laboratory,  and  these  revealed 
Staphylococcus  r.ureus  infection  of  the  Haslet.  A  fuller  account 
is  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report, 


'HATER..  The  rater  supply  of  the  area  and  its  several  parts  was 

satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity,  Samples  were  taken 

by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  Bacteriological  examination  as  follows: 


Town  (  Stati on  R o a d )  V/a te r v? rk s  . 
Servises  off  the  Town  Supply. 

Poplar  ^il  1  7a  terwo rks  ■ 

Services  off  the  Poplar  Hill  Supply 


1 . 

2. 

2 . 
b. 


The  results  of  all  these  were  satisfactory. 

The  waters  are  no;  liable  to  have  pi umbo -solvent  action. 
No  action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination  'as 

necessary . 


The  number  of  drellinghouses  and  the  population  supplied  from 
Public  water  mains  were  as  under 


direct  to  the  houses 
by  means  of  stand-pipes  - 


.2,007  (population  approx: 5, 600 


10  ( 


Ci  u  • 


C.G  . 


:0 


In  addition,  34  houses  (population  approximately  140 )  are 
supplied  from  the  Stowuplanu  7a ter works. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  c.bedient  servant, 

P .  J .  H .  CLARKE . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


f 


•> 


. 


' :  j 


STO'  'MARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Offices, 
Ipswich  Road, 
STO'  MARKET . 


July ,  1948 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
STO  MARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen 


a iinual  Re per  t  of  the__  San iisary  In spe c t ,0 r 

~  f  or  T947. 


I  beg  tc  p.  esent  my  second  Annual  Report,  this  being  for  the 
year  1947?  and  in  doing  so  I  express  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the 
Council  ana  to  my  fellow  Officers  for  their  help  and.  co-operation 
throughout  the  year.  I  would  also  acknowledge  the  co-operation 
of  the  Slaughterhouse  Manager  and  Staff,  and  ;f  those  members  of  the 
public  with  whom  I  have  been  brought  into  official  contact.  Very 
little  has  occurred  which  has  necessitated  formal  action,  and  I  have 
found  a  willingness  on  the  ..art '  of  the  public  to  conform  sc  far 
as  possible  to  what  has  been  reasonabl.  required  of  them. 


Housing.  This  remains  a  matter  of  very  grave  concern, both  as 

regards  the  provision  of  new  houses,  and  what  is  equally  important, 


the  repair  and  maintenance  and  improvement  of  existing  houses. 


ith  regard  to  new  hi 
th  ir  te  e n  Pf  i v  a  te  1  y -r  w ne  d  , 


thirty-six  Publicly-owned  and 
total  of  49 ?  were  completed,  and-  occupied 


uses , 


during  the  year,  and  114  houses  -  104  Publicly  -  and  10  Privately 


i-wned  -  were  in  course  .f  construction. 


The  Pubic ily- 


•owned  h .  uses 


c  ample 


ed 


were  as -follows  -  12,  Bury  Read;  1  Bungalow,  hillside 


;ed -persons  'Bungalows,  Lord 


1  Bungalow 


Terrace;  .  ^ « j. ^ , 


No 


129  Poplj 


— -a. 


11 


Hill  rebuilt;  and  20  Prefabricated  (Temporary)  Bungalows,  Poplai 
In  the  all-out  effort  to  provide  new  houses,  the  serious 
deter!  .-rati  on  "which  is  taking  place  in  the  condition  v-f  many  working- 

Little  0 r  n 0 th i ng  h as  bee n 
years,  and  even  now  only  the  most 


class  houses  is  'apt  to  be  forgotten 


done  to  many  of  them  for  at  least 


Q 


urgent  repairs,  and  conditions  likely  to  seriously 


affect 


:1th,  can 


be 


attention. 


given 

better  time s .  0 r ,  'hat  i 


Ivlin^r  defects  have  perforce  to  wait  until 


th  e  case 


until  they  become  major 


defects.  "  Some  of  these  houses  are  totally  unfi  t,  and  10  years 
and  more  ago  were  being  considered  for  demolition.  Many  others 
are  lacking  in ’essential  conveniences.  These  facts  should  be 
constantly  borne  in  mind  with  a  view  to  appropriate  action  being  taken 
as  soon  as  opportunity  offers. 


0 v  er  c  r  owdi ng. 


Overcrowding, 
There  are  some 


u  jLjC 


greatest  of 
cases  there  the 


all  housing  evils 
■  ed  Number5 


'•'Per  mi 


ihich  are  certainly  uvercrc- weed  "enough  vurmn 


persists. 

exceeded,’  and  many  others 
the  Permit  ted  Number'5,  A  number  have  been  brought  cc  my 
notice  and  have  been  reported  upon.  One  case  was  found  of  four- 
generations  of  one  farm  ly  living  in  a  Pari .-ur- type  Council  House. 

This  particular  house  is  not  M.vercr .  wded  -  or  is  it?- 

Conditions  here  are  no  .-torse,  and  indeed  are  in.  some  respects 
a  good  deal  better,  than  insane  Districts,  but  this  makes  them  no 
less  serious  or  their  r.-medv  less  urgent.  The  Council’s  efforts 
to  provide  ad-  itional  accommodation  are  an  indication  of  their 
appreciation  of  the  urgency  of  the  problem.  The  general  public 
should  be  kept  alive  to  a  similar  appreciation  of  the  problem  and 
at  the  same  time  should  appreciate  the  efforts  of  and  the  difficulties 
confronting  the  Council. 


Dirty  HI.  uses.  A  few  rep  or 


■  s  0: 


alleged 


.rty  Ik  uses 


.nvestigatea,  but  no  formal  action  was  necessary 


Wh  C 


v  e 0 

One  elderly  ia>..y 

was  living-  alone  was  persuaded  to  enter  an  institution.  Most 
of  the  reports  referred  to  houses  occupied  by  elderly  we  1  pie 
living  alone,  and  one  suspects  that  in  some  cases  <  t  least  they 
emanated  from  persons  who  were  desperately  in  need  of  a  hi  use  rienselves 

s m  -ho  hoped  to  procure  removal  i...i  the  tenaucs  s-..  tha  o  c.-.Kp  onemsSiVcS 

’  J-’-  -  house  thus  vacaoeo. 


might  have  an  opportunity  0: 


renting  ■;'v' 


Cf]i 


heat  and  Foods.  The  safeguarding  of  Heat  and 
perhaps  no  less  important  than  the  maintenance  of 
conditions,  and  close  attention  has  been  given  to 
Hub lie  Health  work. 

Brief  details  of  the  work  carried  out  are  as 


Food  supplies  is 
good  housing 
this  section  of 

follows  :- 


(i)  He  a  t .  The  number  of 

Central  Slaughterhouse  was  :- 
Cat  ole . 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs . 


carcases  inspected  at  the 


1  ,052. 

1 ,322. 

1,701. 

306.  Total:-  4, 331 


Government 


Every  carcase  was  examined  before  leaving  the  Slaughterhouse 
for  distribution  to  the  Retailers  and  Manufacturers  in  the  Town  and 
surrounding  District,  and  the-  few  I  was  unable  to  inspect  personally 
were  examined  by  the  Slaughterhouse  Manager,  whose  co-operation 
throughout  the  year  has  been  most' helpful . 

The  amount  of  Meat  and  Offais  condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouse 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption-  was  9.941  tons. 

The  percentage  of  Carcases  found  to  be  affected  with  .  * 
Tuberculosis  was  :- 


Bull s  5.26 
Heifers  11.97 


Bullocks  9.24  Cows  28.25 

Calves  .08  Pigs 


(ii)  Imported  Heat.  The  total  weight  of  Imported  Heat  condemned 
was  2.855  tens,  2.74  tons  of  this  being  part  of  a  consignment  cf 
Danish  Beef,  which  according-  to  reports,  having  been  transported  to 
this  Country  in  open  motor  boats,  offered  on  the  Bond  on ' Market  for 
several  days  and  then  put  into  Cold  store,  was  sent  to  the  Provinces 
to  be  used  for  manufacturing  purposes’.  By  the  time  it  reached  its 
destination,  or  very  soon  after,  decomposition  had  set  in. 


Other  foods  condemned  were 


Heat  and  Soups. 

324  tins. 

lbs . 

1 ,320. 

ozs . 
15. 

Bulk. 

88. 

12. 

Fish . 

114  tins. 

92. 

7. 

Bulk. 

28. 

— 

Fruit . 

16  tins. 

23. 

4. 

Bulk. 

60. 

- 

Jams  and  Preserves. 

6  tins) 

1  Jar  ) 

15. 

8. 

Vegetables . 

249  tins. 

32S. 

10-p- 

Cheese . 

9  boxes. 

3. 

6. 

Bulk. 

50. 

— 

Milk. 

294  tins . 

264. 

7i 

23  tins. 

equivalent  to 

Miscellaneous  :- 
Dough. 

Bulk. 

308. 

* 

Flour. 

Bulk. 

42. 

- 

Biscuits. 

Bulk. 

3. 

— 

Sweets- 

16  p  ac  ke  t  s . 

2. 

2. 

Bulk. 

3  • 

4. 

Sundrie  s . 

6  tins  .  ) 

1  packet . ) 

1 . 

*15* 

Bulk. 

w 

CO 

• 

— 

above  comprise  1 ,05 

1  tins  and  *,ther 

packages  we 

ighi] 

is.  and  the  equivalent  of  424-  pints 

of  Milk,  and 

611 

.n  bulk,  a  total  of 

approximately  1  .205  tons. 

Total  V/eight  of  All 

Foods  Condemned 

.  The  tota 

1  we: 

all  foods  condemned  was  14  tons. 


Slaughterhouse .  The  Government  Central  Slaughterhouse  in  Bury 
Street  and  belonging  to  the  ^towmarket  Co-operative  Society  is 
reasonably  adequate  for  the  purpose,  and  on  the  whole  has  been 
kept  in  good  condition.  Its  location  in  the  centre  of  the  Town  is  not- 
ideal,  but  no  complaints  concerning  it  have  been  received. 

2. 


The  attention  of  the  R.S.P.C.^.  was  drawn  to  damage  .to  four 
Beast’s  carcases  resultTng  from  brutal  treatment  prior  to  delivery 
of.  the  animals  to  the  Slaughterhouse.  The  offenders  v/ere  not 

definitely  traced,  but  the  enquiries  instituted  apparently  had  effect, 
as  no  similar  evidence  of  ill-treatment  has  since  been  observed. 

Apart  from  the  cruelty  aspect  is  the  loss  of  food  value  of  the 
carcases. 


Food  Premises.  Periodical  inspections  of  all  Bakehouses,  Butcher’s 
Shops,  'let  and  Fried  F:  sh  Shops,  Caf^s,  and  premises  registered  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 1938*  for  the  manufacture,  sale  of  storage  of 
foodstuffs,  including  Ice  Cream,  have  been  carried  out,  and  the  premise 
etc.  have  been  found  generally  clean. 

Two  Makers  of  Ice  Cream  adopted  the  '’cold  mix’’  method  of 
manufacture  as  a  result  of  the  operation  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment  etc)  Regulations,  1947.  ©ne  additional  premises  was 
registered  under  Section  1.4  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  .ict,1938,  for  the 
sale  of  ice  Cream.. 

The  Market  Fish  Stall  has  been  inspected  weekly,  and  other 
food  stalls  and  Ice  Cream  Stalls  as  and  when  they  have  appeared. 

No  formal  action  has  been  necessary. 


Milk  The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  have  been  visited  .at  irregular 

intervals ,  and  generally  found  clean  and  reasonably  satisfactory. . 

One  unsatisfactory  Dairy  was  closed, and  was  removed  from  the 
Register.  A  new  Dairy  -  a  converted  air-raid  surface  shelter  - 
and  one  Cowshed  were  added  to  the  Register.  Two  ’’Dairyman” 
Registrations  were  removed,  and  three  added,  and  one  Gowk coper  and 
"holesale  Purveyor  was  added  to  the  Register. 

A  large  number  of  complaints  .were  received  at  one  period  of  the 
year  concerning  the  bad  keeping  quality  of  milk  supplied  from  one 
particular  Dairy.  Investigations  indicated  that  insufficient 
attention  was  being  given  to  the  thorough  cleansing  and  sterilisation 
of  the  milk  bottles  and.  utensils,  particularly  the  bottling  machine, 
and  to  a  general  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  necessity  for  scrupulously 
clean  methods  in  all  operations  connected  with  the  Trade.  Advice" 
and  instruction  was  given  to  the  Dairyman  and  his  employees , and 
resulted  in  a  marked  improvement. 

One  Dairyman,- ••nas-  found  to  be -'retailing  milk  in  bottles  labelled 
” Accredited  Milk”  whilst  not  being  licensed  to  do  so.  Owing  to 
extreme  difficulty  in  obtaining  new  bottles  the  Council  agreed  to 
allow  reasonable  time  for  replacement,  and  the  matter  was 
outstanding  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  C.W.S.  Creamery  .was  visited  from  time  to  time..  Regular 
sampling  was  continued  by  the  County  Council,  and  copies  of  the 
Laboratory  Reports  sent  by  them  for  information.  These  were 
generally  satisfactory.  ,  ..  .....  . 


One  Licence  to  retail  ” Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  was .granted 


Food  Poisoning.  Four  notifications  of  Food  Poisoning .were 
received  and  investigated,  and  one  outbreak  occurred  for  "which " no  ' 
notifications  were  received.  Three  of  the  four  notified  were 
found  to  b.a  -'doubtful  ,1  qr  at  any  rate  confined  to  the  .  rone  person  in 
each  case  concerned.  The  f'd'drth,  after  admission  into  Hospital, 
was  found  to  be  suferring  from  an  Aertrycke  infection.,  confirmed  as 

Salmonella  Ty phi -murium.  Contacts  employed  in  a  Creamery  \fefe  " . 

traced,  and  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A  serious  outbreak  -  part  of  one  affecting  a  large  part  of  the 
Country  -  was  checked  as  a  result  of  the  prompt  reporting  of 
their  suspicions  by  a  family  taken  ill  after  eating  Haslet. 
Investigations  led  to  the  discovery  of  two  other  families  similarly 
affected,  and  portions  of  the  unconsumed  Haslet  were  immediately 
submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  examination.  This 
disclosed  that  the  Haslet  was  heavily  infected  with  Staphylococcus 
Aureus.  Immediate  steps  were  taken  to  collect  all  unsold  Haslet 
in  the  Shops  in  the  Town,  and  for  the  return  of  that  already  sold. 
Two  or  three  other  cases  of  similar  illness  came  to  light,  but  the 
prompt  ac-tion  -f  the  first  family  in  reporting  their  suspicions 
prevented  the  occurrence  of  a  muchmore  serious  outbreak.  The 
Stowmarket  specimens  were  among  the  earliest  to  be  submitted  to  the 


i 


Food  Poisoning  (Continued), 

Laboratory  for  examination.  The  Haslet  had  been  prepared  in  a 
neighbouring  Town,  and  a  very  large  part  of  the  Country  was  effected. 

:  'ater .  Eleven  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  two  main 
supplies  and.  from  services  off  them,  and  in  each  case  'ere  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received,  particularly  from  the 
Regent  Str  et  area,  of  inadequate  water  sup  .lies.  The  water 

Engineer  gave  attention  to  the  mains,  and  notices  were  served  on 
Owners  to  renew  services  where  necessary.  in  two  other  areas 
repairs  to  and  renewal  of  services  to  rows  of  houses  under  several 
Ownerships  were  undertaken  at  the  Owners’  expense. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  many  of  the  older  services  are 
becoming  furred  up,  with  a  consequent  reduction  of  volume,  and  this 
is  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  numbers  of  house  services  are  from 
one  main  connection,  and  when  water  is  being  drawn  from  one  the 
remainder  are  more  or  less  deprived  of  their  supply. 

One  sample  was  taken  from  the  Swimming  Tool  towards  the  end 
of  the  swimming  season,  and  was  reported  as  "very  satisfactory”. 

Shops  .-.et ,  A  number  of  inspections  under  the  Shops  .act,  1934 

have  been  ca;-  ied  out.  Two  Certificates  of  exemption  from  the 
provisions  of  Sub-section  2  of  Section  10  of  the  Act  have  been. 
issued . 

Factories  and  'Workshops. _  A  number  of  inspections  have  been 

carried  out  and  attention  called  to  minor  defects  where  necessary. 

No  formal  action  had  to  be  taken. 

Smoke  nuisances.  Two  or  three  complaints  of  Smoke  Nuisances  were 
received,  but  1  was  satisfied  that  no  serious  or  avoidable  nuisance 
had  occurred.  Inferior  quality  fuel  was  blamed  for  most  of  the 
trouble  at  the  premises  concerned,  and  the  Owners  undertook  to  reduce 
the  emission  of  smoke  etc. as  far  as  they  were  able. 

Conveniences  at  Licensed  and  Public  Premises.  .  These  have  been 
visited  at  frequent  intervals,  and  except  in1  a  few  isolate!  and  minor 
respects  have  been  found  clean  and  in  good  condition. 

Infectious  Disease.  One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  investigated. 

Poliomyelitis .  Investigations  were  made  with  the  ^edical  Officer 

of  Health  into  two  contaets  of  a  case  of  Poliomyelitis' which  occurred 
outside  the  District,  and  necessary  action  taken. 

Disinfections.  .  Seven  dis inf options  were  carried  cut.  . 

Disinfestations.  Filthy  bedding  and  clothing  were  removed  from 
one  house  ana  destroyed  after  the  occupier  of  the  house  had -been 
removed  to  the  In  titution,  and.  the  house  thoroughly  cleansed. 

Four  bug  disinfestations  were  carried  out. 

Rodent  Control.  Rodent  Control  and  disinfestation  were 

vigorously,  pursued  throughout  the  year.  10S  premises  were 
treated,  producing  a  known  kill  of  692  rats. 

The  Council  decided  to  continue  the  free  treatment  of  private 
dwellings,  commenced  in  1946  under  the  Ministry  of  Food  'Jircular 
N.S.  12,  as  the  only  practical  way  of  satisfactorily  dealing  with  the 
matter,  and  the  small  expenditure  involved  and  the  results  obtained 
fully  justified  this  decision. 

The  Sewers  have  received  one  maintenance  treatment.  The  one 
planned-  for  the  early  part  of  the  year  had  to  be  abandoned  owing 
to  the  long  period  of  heavy  snow  and  the  subsequent  flooding. 


4. 


River  Pollution,  Nothing  can  be  added  to  what  is  already  known 
regarding  pollution  of  the  River  Gipping  which  passes  through  the 
Town.  The  warm,  dry  Summer,  tended  to  aggravate  conditions,  and 
serious  complaints  were  a grin  lodged  from  the  neighbouring  District. 
The  Council  are  fully  alive  to  the  matter  and  are  pressing  forward 
the  plans  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme  which  alone  can  give  promise 
of  any  permanent  improvement. 


Complaints .  227  complaints  of  various  kinds,  including  35  of 

rodent  infestations,  were  received  and  dealt  with. 

Notices .  319  Informal  Notiees,  verbal  or  by  letter  were  given, 

and  two  Statutory  Notices  served  -  one  under  Section  9  of  the 
Housing  ret  1936,  and  one  under  Section  21  (2)  of  the  x''ocd.  and.  Drugs 
Act  193S-  The  two  Statutory  Notices  were  outstanding  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  and  a  number  of  Informal  Notices,  relating  to 
more  or  less  minor  defects,  were  also  outstanding. 


Licences . 


Night  Certificates  of  Essential  Repair  were  issued. 


Conclusion.  This  report  indicates  some  of  the  work  which  has  been 
carried  out.  Owing  to  continued  austerity  conditions  much  of 
it  has  been  of  a  routine  character,  but  constant  attention  has  been 
paid  to  all  matters  affecting  or  likely  to  affect  the  health  of  the 
community.  Not  much  Public  Health  work  is  spectacular,  and, 
indeed,  much  passes  unnoticed  and  even  unthcught  of  until  some  real 
trouble  occurs. 

Reference  has  been  made  under  the  heading  ''Housing1'  to  the 
concern  felt  over  the  deteriotation  of  existing  houses.  This  is  a 
position  which  will  have  to  be  faced  and  faced  soon,  and  with  it 
the  economic  difficulties  of  many  property  Owners,  confronted  as 
they  are  with  soaring  prices  and  controlled  rents.  The  housing 
problem  is  not  merely  one  of  providing  new  houses;  it  is  equally 
important  that  the  existing  ones  be  not  allowed  to  deteriorate 
beyond  repair. 


Reference  has  also  been  made  to 
wholesome  Rood  Supplies,  and  this  is 
Housing . 


There  are  indications  of 
this  subject  by  the  general  public, 
The  development  of  communal  feeding 
Canteens,  or  Restaurants,  and 
calls  for 


the  maintenance  of  clean  and 
of  no  less  importance  than 
an  increasing  interest  in 
and  this  is  all  to  the 
be  it  in  the  Schools, 


good . 
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the  more  general  use  of  made-up  foods, 


the  adoption  of  stricter  codes 
"'cod  Trade.  Personal 
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of  practice  among  those 
hygiene  is  of  paramount 


engageo  m 

importance,  and  this  applies  equally  to  all  connected  with  the  trade - 
washers-up  of  utensils  as  well  as  these  engaged  in  actually  preparing 
or  handling  the  food.  The  Report  indicates  some  of  the  work 


which  has  been  done  to  maintain  rihclesome  food  supplies 
remains  to  be  done,  both  in  improvement  of  buildings  etc. 
methods  of  preparation,  handling,  and  distribution  of  the 

themselves. 

while  Housing  and  Pood  are  perhaps  the  most  important  n 
Health  activities,  all  Public  Health  work  is  important  and 
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can  be  neglected  with  impunity, 
than  one  would  wish,  but  there  has 
can  feel  a  certain,  though  perhaps 
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regress  nas  been  less  marked 
been  progress,  and  for  that  one 
restrained,  satisfaction- 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Y.our  obedient  servant. 

J.  S.  FISHER. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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